


Golden Harvest

Authorities Expect New Heroin Influx

Drug enforcement authorities believe that the
rising number of heroin addicts in the United
States will be given a shot in the arm by

a new influx of heroin from Southeast Asia’s
Golden Triangle region within the next
six weeks.

The Golden Triangle, which experienced a
long drought during the past few growing
seasons, is reportedly making a comeback on
the heroin market with a bumper crop of
heroin-producing poppies. Drug enforcement
sources say that the effects of the good season
are already being felt in Thailand, Malaysia
and Hong Kong, where more heroin is now
available on the streets than in the recent
past.

The Southeast Asian Golden Triangle is an
area located on the Burma-Thailand-Laos
border. Its normal annual output of the
opium used to produce heroin is about 450 to
500 metric tons; however, during the drought
period, production dwindled to only 160 to
170 metric tons. Though it is too early to esti-
mate exactly how much heroin-producing
opium will be produced as a result of the re-
cent heavy harvest, it is safe to say that the
figure will at least match that for other nor-
mal years and probably will exceed it.

From 1978 to 1980, when Golden Triangle
heroin was scarce, the Southwest Asian Gold-
en Crescent area of Pakistan, Iran and Afghan-
istan experienced a bumper crop of between
1,200 and 1,600 metric tons of opium an-
nually. Much of this tremendous amount of
opium was manufactured into heroin and led
to an influx of the drug on the U.S. market
just at a time when the amount of heroin
being imported from Mexico was declining.
As demand for the Southwest Asian heroin
went up, poppy planting in the area increased
and remained heavy over the next two years.
As a result, most of the heroin in the United

States in the last two to three years has been
from Southwest Asian sources.

Drug enforcement authorities expect the
Golden Crescent area to continue to produce
enough heroin to satisfy the needs of addicts
in Europe and North America for the next
few years. Political unrest in Iran has led to a
collapse in that nation’s drug enforcement
policies and, therefore, opium probably will
continue to be a major crop. Since this area is
much larger than the Southeast Asian Golden
Triangle, and thus is able to produce more
opium than the smaller area, even a bad har-
vest would ensure enough heroin to support
the majority of U.S. and European addicts.

In addition, most of the heroin manufactured
in the Golden Triangle is expected to be ex-
ported from the area. Despite tough drug en-
forcement laws in the Far East, a large por-
tion of the heroin and opium traffic in that
area is controlled by the Burmese Commu-
nist Party and the Shan United Army, groups
organized against the central governments of
the area and controlling the majority of the
narcotics trade along the Thailand-Burma
border. To limit poppy farming and opium
and heroin production and exportation, the
Thai and Burmese governments must co-
operate with each other and launch a long-
term attack on heroin laboratories along the
border areas. While some effort has been
made to put these labs out of business, none
has been very organized or effective.

Continued heroin imports from the Golden
Crescent area of Southwest Asia combined
with the new influx of the drug from the
Golden Triangle spell increasing availability
to U.S. and European addicts in the near fu-
ture. Drug enforcement sources say that they
do not expect a deluge of heroin on the mar-
ket, but do anticipate a measurable increase in
the amount available.
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This increase in availability could have several
effects in the United States. The first of these
would be an increase in the number of heroin
addicts in the country. As the supply of heroin
increases, so does the purity of the drug sold;
this leads to an increase in the number of
addicts and overdose deaths during times of
easy availability.

Crime is another serious problem that could
be affected by increased heroin use and de-
pendency. Heroin addicts, as they become
desperate to raise money to support their hab-
its, have in the past turned to street crimes
such as muggings, hold-ups and assaults to get
cash. These crimes, as well as burglaries, rob-
beries and murders can be expected to in-
crease as the supply of heroin increases.

White-collar crime is also tied more and more
often to drug habits as the number of middle-
class professional users grows. While these
users may start as recreational dabblers who
can afford to buy a small amount of heroin
for occasional consumption, they too are be-
coming addicted to the powerful drug in
greater numbers, and are looking for ways to
support growing habits. Fraud, embezzle-
ment, extortion and computer crimes may
become even more commonplace than they
already are as addicts try to raise money.

The problem of drug abuse in industry also is
intensified as supplies of heroin and other
dangerous drugs increase. Companies must
cope with heightened safety and security
risks, absenteeism, shoddy workmanship and
poor productivity. Users present physical dan-
gers in the workplace by driving vehicles or
operating other machinery while under the in-
fluence of drugs. They encourage drug use by

~ other employees through their contacts with

dealers.
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In answer to this growing problem, some con-
cerned corporations are adopting official poli-
cies regarding drug abuse and developing spe-
cial programs for dealing with employee drug
abusers. Such programs are designed to alert
supervisors to the symptoms of drug abuse
and educate employees about the problems
that may result.

When drug enforcement officials tentatively
estimate that the retail value of heroin sold in
the United States for 1980 was between $8
and $9.5 billion dollars, it becomes clear just
how big the heroin business is. Unfortunately,
among the people who end up paying for the
addict’s habit are the victims of that addict’s
criminal activity.

Drug enforcement officials say that by knowing of
the coming influx, they intend to prepare police, city
and community leaders, and drug enforcement agents
for it. They anticipate that the early warning will al-
low these groups to prepare for the inevitable in-
creases in heroin use that come with rising availa-
bility, as well as for the problems that go along with
it. Business leaders also should be aware of this antic-
ipated problem and join in the effort to curb it.

Companies should institute drug education programs
that alert employees to the physical dangers and prac-
tical consequences of drug abuse. Standardized, care-
fully enforced policies for dealing with on-the-job
drug abuse also establish a pattern of watchful concern
that may prevent serious problems from developing.
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