


The arrests of those committing property
crimes show an even less comforting picture:
3,740,000 burglaries reported, 513,300 ar-
rests — 13.7%; 7,154,500 larceny/thefts re-
ported, 1,191,900 arrests — 16.7%; 1,114,700
motor vehicle thefts reported, 138,300 arrests
— 12.4%. Overall, the 1.86 million arrests for
approximately 12 million reports of serious
crimes amounts to a success rate of only 15.5%.

The U.C.R. index crimes are not the only
ones which are significant in this country.
Some crimes can inflict far greater harm upon
this nation than the index crimes. White
Collar Crimes have the potential of being far
more costly, from an economic standpoint,
than any of the U.C.R. property crimes.

The cost of our involvement with illegal
drugs has been estimated to be as high as
$90-billion. Drug-related crimes are almost
certainly our most expensive. They are also
generators of other crimes. Addicts will steal
to get money for drugs, and drug dealers will
kill to assure the continuing success of their
endeavors. As a matter of fact, in one recent
year, more than 20% of all homicides, in a
large city, were drug related. Drug abuse vio-
lations accounted for the fifth-largest number
of arrests during a recent year.

Another drug, alcohol, accounted for more ar-
rests than all of the U.C.R. crimes combined.
Traditionally, the crimes of drunkenness and
driving under the influence are among the top
three crimes, measured by the number of ar-
rests, while liquor law violations ranked eighth.

Other non-index crimes which result in large
numbers of arrests are (in order of frequency
of arrest): disorderly conduct, simple assaults,
fraud and vandalism.

Two offenses for which juveniles are taken
into custody by police would not be con-

sidered crimes for adults. During one year,
153,200 juvenile runaways were picked up by
police, 14th on the list of the 35 offenses re-
sulting in the largest number of apprehensions.
Another juvenile offense, curfew and loitering
law violations, placed 22nd.

We do not wish to minimize this recent de-
cline which is, after all, the greatest in 23
years. We would like to point out, however,
that during that period there were only four
years in which there was any decline at all.
There was one in which there was no change
in the rates, and 18 during which crime
increased. Our crime experience now is more
than 350% greater than in 1960.

The most significant factor in the reduction
of crime rates last year, in the opinion of
many experts, has nothing to do with a “‘get
tough” policy against crime, nor with ever-
increasing citizen involvement in the fight
against crime, nor with advances in our cor-
rections systems. All of these, however, have
had profound and beneficial effects. Yet, the
single most significant factor in our crime-rate
drop is one which would have made its
presence felt, even if no other crime-fighting
measures were undertaken — demographics.

Criminologists have long predicted that crime
would abate in the 1980’s, as our largest
generation, the Post War “Baby Boom” chil-
dren passed through the crime-prone years of
their late teens and early twenties, and as-
sumed the responsibilities of adulthood.

One of the nation’s leading criminologists
confidently predicts a resurgence in crime
rates in several years, as the children of this
large generation reach the age at which
they, like their parents before them, are most
likely to commit crimes — their late teens
and early twenties. Most likely, there will be
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fewer in this group than that of the original
“Baby Boom,” for birth rates are lower. How-
ever, this is still an extremely large generation
which will be entering their crime-prone years
in the early 1990’s. The resurgence of crime
which they are predicted to bring, on top of
our still-high crime experience, is a fore-
cast of very serious problems.

There are other factors which will affect the
severity of future crime. Fear of crime is a
pervasive problem, perhaps greater than
crime itself. This may be especially true
among disadvantaged groups which tend
toward disgust when viewing a criminal justice
system which they perceive as being stacked
against them.

Crime problems have socio-economic roots.
Our problems of poverty and joblessness,
especially in the cities, must be overcome if
we are to come to grips with our crime prob-
lems. Racial polarization is now a major prob-
Iem in our cities, and without genuine con-
cern and a reasonable attitude by municipal
leaders of all colors, shall continue to be the
major problem our cities face in the future.

There are pressures upon public funding at all
levels, particularly those dependent upon prop-
erty or sales taxes, which are already inflated
to danger levels. This will, in the future, restrict
the funds available for combatting crime.

We may be poised on the verge of runaway
technology which, though a boon economical-
ly, has the capability of further loosening our
tenuous containment of crime. Greater auto-
mation and the increasing use and sophistica-
tion of robotics increases our efficiency in
the production of goods and services. At the
same time, this displaces workers who lack
the requisite skills to succeed in a high-tech
environment. Thus, we must provide the

©1984 GUARDSMARK, INC.

Editorial Office, 22 S. SECOND ST., MEMPHIS, TN 38103, U.S.A.
Subscription Service Center

P.O. Box 444, Memphis, TN 38101, U.S.A.

Telex: GUARDSMARK MFS 53-3230

training to return to the ranks of the em-
ployed, not only the technologically unem-
ployed, but also the young people attempting
entry into the work force for the first time.
One of five of these cannot find employment.
Among non-whites, two of five cannot find
jobs. Given the tendency of this age group to
commit crime, we face an explosive situation.

Last year, there was a murder every 27 minutes in
this nation, a forcible rape every 7 minutes, a robbery
every minute and an aggravated assault every 50 sec-
onds. Property crimes were more frequent, There was
a motor vehicle theft every 32 seconds, a burglary
every 10 seconds and a larceny/theft every 5 seconds.

During the last several years, we have faced a serious
recession, an explosion in crime and a moderation of
crime. The economic hard times probably contributed
to soaring crime in the earliest part of this decade,
and the recovery possibly intensified the improve-
ment in our crime experience over the last two years.

Measurable factors enabled the prediction of the
favorable turn in our crime picture. These same
factors predict a reversal of this trend in the years
to come, and a return to the high rates of crime of a
few years ago.

We now find ourselves at a crossroads. The demo-
graphic scenario for the near future is not pleasant.
It is, perhaps, not avoidable, either. However, we do
have a few years’ grace to allow us to take the pro-
verbial stitch in time, and in so doing, temper what
crime holds in store for us.
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