


Authorities in that city, too, cite drugs as a
factor in the increased crime rate. They also
fault the availability of firearms, which drug
dealers employ in their turf battles. The city
has just added 200 police officers to its force,
but with Atlanta’s slowing economy, crime
may get worse there before it gets better.

Midland, Texas, recorded a 24-percent in-
crease in crime over the previous year. Au-
thorities cite an extremely poor economy as
one of the reasons for their increase. In
addition, they say that their police force is
shorthanded and that the progress those offi-
cers make is counteracted by the city’s re-
cidivism problem.

Nationwide, the recidivism rate is higher
than once thought and is receiving similar
blame for crime statistics increases in cities
other than Midland. A Bureau of Justice
Statistics study shows that an estimated 62.5
percent of people released from prison in 11
states in 1983 were rearrested for a felony or
serious misdemeanor within three years of
release. Those states examined were Califor-
nia, Florida, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Oregon, and Texas. The study, the
first to link federal and state criminal histo-
ries with correctional data, is believed to be
the most comprehensive, detailed, and accu-
rate report on recidivism to date.

Columbus, Georgia, cites drugs as the primary
cause of last year’s 21-percent increase in
crime. Law enforcement authorities there re-
port that drug dealers have moved into Co-
lumbus from Miami and nearby cities, and
that Fort Benning, an Army base, is just one
attraction. An indication of Columbus’ drug
and theft problem, according to the police,
is that it has the most pawn shops of cities
its size in the United States. Robbery in-
creased 52 percent; burglary, 30 percent.

® QOceanside, California, blames the influx of
gangs into the area for its 24-percent in-
crease in crime. Gangs are moving into
Oceanside from San Diego and Los Angeles,
and thus the city is seeing an increased inci-
dence of assaults—46 percent. Motor vehicle
thefts, up 44 percent, increased as a function
of drug activity; people involved in drug
transactions steal the cars, use them to exe-
cute their crimes, and then exchange them
for quick money, abandon them, or drive
them across the border into Mexico.

The bleak news is partially relieved by the im-
provement in crime figures achieved by some
cities. Active prevention programs are credited
with much of the success. A recent poll re-
vealed that nine out of 10 police chiefs and
sheriffs believe that their primary goal should be
the prevention of crime. Such preventive ef-
forts would include programs that get at the root
causes of crime, such as volunteer work to im-
prove educational and employment opportuni-
ties for disadvantaged youth and other pro-
grams such as Neighborhood Watch.

* In disagreement with those who doubt the
influence of preventive programs are authori-
ties in Abilene, Texas, where crime dropped
12 percent last year. Abilene has implemen-
ted a very strong Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram, and the results have been good. It
also has reorganized its police department,
stabilizing its force by allowing some officers
to specialize in certain areas and by elimi-
nating rotating shifts. Robbery, burglary, and
larceny/theft were each reduced by 15 per-
cent in Abilene last year.

® Denver law enforcement officials report that
their highly effective patrol and neighbor-
hood awareness programs contributed to that
city’s 10-percent decrease in crime last year.
The crime rate, however, is rising because of
gang and drug problems.
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(continued from preceding page) were “‘highly fearful” of becoming victims of
® Likewise, when asked about the 14-percent violent crime. Since that poll, crime rates have
decrease in crime in 1988, Eugene, Oregon, increased, and it is likely that our fear has in-
authorities concentrate more on the 21-per- creased proportionately. Fear of crime is de-
cent increase already recorded for the first bilitating, and it does not remedy the problem.

six months of 1989. They attribute the rise Increased citizen interest and cooperation in
to recidivism and drug problems. That area, crime prevention do. Improved training of law
they say, is one of the leading areas of the enforcement personnel and smarter allocation
country in manufacture and distribution of of resources are other ways to curb crime. But
methamphetamines—stimulants and diet pills.  they alone are not the magic wands to wave
) ) our problems away. Without more concerted
* Minneapolis credits a “get tough on crime” efforts on a number of fronts—the war on
movement for its 12-percent reduction in crime drugs chief among them—we will continue to
in 1988. Minneapolis police have been bull- be victimized at alarming rates.
dozing crack houses, and almost two-thirds
of all Minnesotans want to reinstate the death Assigning blame for the steadily increasing crime
penalty in light of a drug-induced crime wave. rate in America is worthwhile only if it succeeds in
With this pervasive law-and-order attitude in turning the problem around. We may be unable to
the state, and with bills that provide for even improve the economy or reverse the growing num-
tougher penalties and more prison space, chan-  ber of female-headed households, but we can take
ces are the crime rate will continue to decline. action against the drug crisis. It will take fund-
ing—funding which has been promised, but not de-
* Finally, anti-drug campaigns and learning livered in full—but it is possible to step up this
about gang behavior are responsible for war. President Bush has proposed a $1.2 billion
Nashville’s 14-percent decrease in crime over  gpri-crime package to expand the number of federal
last year. Law enforcement officers have officers, prosecutors, and prisons. On the federal
been reassigned to the streets, and crime level, this increased funding, the most increased in
suppression units have been created to deal the history of the budget, will mean adequate cell
with gangs and drugs. Motor vehicle theft is space for convicted prisoners. On the street level,
off by 26 percent; burglary, by 22 percent. however, where so many of the crimes are commit-

ted and where the reasons for many more begin,
the funding will have no positive impact at all.
Anti-crime measures must be taken, but we must
not turn our attention away from the streets by al-
lowing insufficient funds for the war on drugs. This
war is our best defense.

Where crime is going

Every day last year, 57 people were murdered
and 252 were raped. More than 1,475 people
were robbed and 2,507 were victims of aggra-
vated assault. Burglars struck 8,778 American

homes and businesses, and another 20,958 .

people were the targets of larceny/theft. Motor m—
vehicle thefts topped 3,919 per day, and there

were 283 instances of arson daily. The Lipman /A Editors

More and more, crime is topping the list of
Americans’ greatest concerns. With crime as
pervasive as it is, it is no surprise that two-
fifths of Americans polled earlier this decade
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