


addition, the legal profits from the investments
can then be used to strengthen and expand il-
legal operations.

Legitimate businesses also suffer from extor-
tion and loan sharking. In New York City,
Chinese merchants cannot open for business
on a street controlled by an organized crime
group without agreeing to make monthly pay-
ments of up to $1,000. And in Chinatown,
loan sharks reportedly have $2 million in ac-
counts receivable, some of it loaned to busi-
ness owners. When the debts are not paid, the
loan sharks take over the businesses.

The vast profits from organized crime activi-
ties lead to corruption and subversion of our
economic and justice systems. Once these
organizations become entrenched, it is much
more difficult and costly to loosen their grip
on our society. Major efforts made now would
save untold misery and millions of dollars later.

A three-point plan

Any attacks on the new criminal groups must
be made on a broad front if they are to have
lasting effects. Concentration on one area of
activity or one geographic center would simply
push them to other areas, with the same end
result that is gained by forcing loiterers and
vagrants to move on. A concerted effort will
require the cooperation of international, fed-
eral, state, and local authorities who are more
interested in solving the problem than in pro-
tecting their jurisdictional turf.

The first step must be a more careful screen-
ing and tracking of foreign nationals at entry
points to the United States. Anyone known to
have a criminal record or connections with
foreign criminal organizations should be re-
fused a visa at the discretion of the govern-
ment. With greater international cooperation
and the speed of computers, such an effort is
feasible.

An additional reason for controlling the immi-
gration and visiting rights of such people is
the potentially devastating effect these new
criminal organizations may have in smearing
the reputations of entire ethnic groups. The
United States was built on diversity and that
remains one of its strengths. Every immigrant
group has contributed to the nation, whether
Chinese, German, or Irish. The new immi-
grant groups have their contributions to make
also, and the fact that a small minority of in-
dividuals in these groups are criminals must
not stain the reputation and hold back the pro-
gress—whether economic, political, or social—
of the hard-working, law-abiding majority. But
backlash and fear of different ethnic groups is
always possible, which is all the more reason
to screen out those with criminal ties when
they reach our borders.

For that reason, the second step must involve
major investments in trying to understand how
these groups operate. The groups made up of
foreign nationals are particularly difficult to
penetrate. The languages used by the groups
are not commonly known to law enforcement
personnel. In one recent case, immigrants
from Ghana were suspected of heroin traffick-
ing and a telephone wiretap was manned around
the clock. It was necessary to find up to a
dozen translators who knew the Twi language.

Chinese groups present another problem be-
cause of the large number of dialects that are
used. Since natives of Nigeria, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, Iran, and Thailand are also
involved in drug trafficking, law enforcement
agencies are taxed to—and beyond—their re-
sources in dealing with the language barriers.

But language is only a beginning. It is also
necessary to understand the structure and orga-
nization of the groups, how their systems ope-
rate, how they recruit, what they do with their
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profits, and what weaknesses exist that can be
exploited.

Some efforts are being made in this direction.
The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration
established a task force composed of agents
who know a variety of Chinese dialects, and
New York City has a special police squad of
Asian agents. Such efforts require greatly in-
creased funding and resources if the flow of
drugs into and across the United States is to
be stopped.

This leads to the third step in controlling new
organized crime activity—curtailing the activity
that produces the groups’ greatest profits, drug
trafficking. Whatever their other criminal spe-
cialties happen to be, the drug trade furnishes
their major source of strength and wealth. In
addition to all the well-rehearsed arguments
for stopping drug trafficking in the United
States—ranging from the destruction of our
youth to the correlation between drug abuse
and crime rates—is the need to cut off the
largest source of funds to oragnized crime
groups.

That many of these groups have established
their own suppliers, distribution networks, and
street sale operations means there is no break
in the chain. Their fierce, clannish loyalties
and their willingness to kill even those mem-
bers who are only suspected of being inform-
ants represent enormous difficulties for law
enforcement agencies.

The formation and growth of numerous new orga-
nized crime groups in the United States poses an
increasingly complex problem. From the West Coast
to the East and points in between, these highly
sophisticated, tightly knit organizations are re-
sponsible for a multitude of crimes, including drug
trafficking, murder, credit card fraud, insurance
scams, arson, burglary, and extortion.

By investing their profits in legitimate businesses,
these criminals extend their reach deep into the
American economic system and acquire new levers
of power and influence. For decades the American
Jjustice system has expended enormous resources to
uproot an entrenched organized crime fraternity.
Now we are on the verge of seeing a host of new
criminal organizations securely implant themselves
and extend their branches across the nation.

The great variety of the groups, their strange ways,
and their unfamiliar languages make it unlikely
that anything less than a coordinated, well-funded
effort will have any real effect on their rapid and
deadly growth.

Given the disastrous nature of drug addiction and
the widespread harm caused by drug trafficking—in
needless deaths, spiralling crime rates, and mount-
ing health care costs—it is time to declare that
drug trafficking has become a matter of national
security and act as if that is the case. Nations that
permit drugs to be manufactured and exported to
the United States should be made fully aware of the
consequences, ranging from cutting off foreign aid
to refusal of landing rights at airports to a com-
plete economic embargo. “They have sown the wind
and they shall reap the whirlwind.”

If these new criminal organizations are not stopped
now, it will be that much more difficult later. The
price must be paid in funding and acquiring other
resources for our law enforcement agencies, or the
price will be paid in blood, economic loss, and
weakened faith in our system of justice.
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